
Trip	to	Coronado	“Island”	
	

	
	









	
	



	



But	is	Coronado	really	an	island?	*	
	
	
	

	
*Not	really,	since	the	Silver	Strand	connects	the	“island”	to	the	mainland	



	

--And…old	maps	
call	it	a	
“peninsula”	
	
--Also	note	that	
there	was	a	gap	
(the	Spanish	
Bight)	between	
Coronado	and	
North	Island	
	
--The	Navy	filled	
in	the	Bight	to	
gain	more	land	
for	the	Naval	Air	
Station	



Naval	Air	Station?	Yes!	At	one	time	over	400	naval	aviators	lived	
on	Coronado	Island	next	to	the	Naval	Air	Station	
	

	



	
	



	
	
	
All	400+	aviators	have	been	catalogued	by	the	Coronado	Historical	Society	so	they	can	be	remembered	for	their	service	
	
	
	



	

The	Coronado	Bridge	(1969)	connects	the	Island	to	San	Diego	and	is	high	enough	to	accommodate	Navy	vessels.	
	



	



And	it	also	helps	tourism	as	many	San	Diego	restaurants	and	attractions	are	close	to	the	bridge	
	
	



	

1885: Businessman Elisha Babock, Jr. and Hampton Story 
and their partners purchase Coronado peninsula for 
$110,000 and begin developing the area. 
1888: The Hotel del Coronado, the largest resort hotel in the 
world at that time, opens only 11 months after 
groundbreaking. Architects: Reid & Reid. 
 
Outfitted with electricity and every modern amenity, The Del 
was a destination resort before the term existed, attracting a 
wealthy clientele from the Midwest, East Coast, and Europe. 
These guests – who arrived with their own train cars and 
servants – generally stayed for months at a time. 



	
	

30,000	trees	were	brought	in—including	the	Norfolk	Island	pine	at	the	Del,	which	came	from	Australia	



	
	



	



Spreckels	Tent	City	(1900	to	1936)	housed	up	to	10,000	people	



	



	



	
	



	
	







	

New	Year’s	Day,	1937:	The	SS	Monte	Carlo,	a	gambling	ship,	sinks	



	



The	Spirit	of	St	Louis	was	built	at	Dutch	Flats	(now	Lindberg	Field).	On	May	10,	1927	Lindberg	departed	from	Coronado/North	Island	
for	St	Louis-New	York-Paris.	He	returned	to	Coronado	four	months	later	for	a	parade	in	his	honor	down	Coronado’s	Orange	Avenue.	





	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



So	where	did	the	name	“Coronado”	come	from?	
	
On	November	5,	1602,	somebody	on	Sebastian	Vizcaino’s	ship,	San	Diego,	spotted	four	“islands”	off	Baja	that	didn’t	have	
a	Spanish	name	yet.	Since	it	was	the	feast	day	of	"the	four	crowned	martyrs"	(sculptors	who’d	refused	to	make	pagan	
statues	in	third	century	Rome),	the	ship’s	priest	suggested	the	name	"Las	Islas	de	Los	Coronados."	

Is	the	Del	a	Historic	Landmark?	

Yes,	it	was	designated	as	such	in	1977.	

Is	the	Del	worth	a	visit?	

Absolutely!		If	staying	in	San	Diego,	take	the	Coronado	Bridge	across	San	Diego	Bay	and	park	at	the	Del	parking	lot	and	
stay	for	lunch	or	dinner	and	visit	the	hotel	grounds	and	beautiful	beach.	

If	in	a	walking	mood,	take	the	ferry	across	San	Diego	Bay	and	walk	a	couple	of	miles	down	Orange	Ave	and	visit	the	Del	
and	surrounding	areas.	

For	a	real	treat,	stay	at	the	original	Del	(not	at	the	high-rises	which	are	also	part	of	the	Del	Coronado	Hilton	resort)	and	
visit	the	island/peninsula/wonderful	place	at	your	leisure!		The	pandemic-friendly	Sun	Deck	is	outdoors	and	has	great	
views	of	the	ocean.	

	

	

	

	
	


